Walks in the Jagungal Wilderness of Kosciuszko National Park
The book “Exploring the Jagungal Wilderness” was initially published as an ebook and is
available on both Amazon and Apple. It has now been printed as a spiral bound book.

Background
The 2003 fires in Kosciuszko National Park, destroyed 23 huts and did enormous
environmental damage. But they had some beneficial side effects. By clearing the
undergrowth they revealed things which had been hidden or forgotten. This book tells of the
hut ruins, graves and other features which were found; and also the old dray tracks and bridle
trails which were traced and recorded.
This book gives precise details of routes and interesting locations. It makes recommendations
for long and short walks in the Jagungal Wilderness.
One of the suggested destinations is Bluff Tarn (below), which does not even appear on the
current Jagungal map.

The book deals with the area east of the Grey Mare Fire Trail and recommends that
bushwalkers make use of the area south and east of Mt Jagungal which includes Cesjacks,
Mawsons, Valentine, Kidmans and Tin Huts, and also the Diggers Creek area beside the
Gungarlin River.
Some of those huts do not have formed tracks to them and as a result do not receive as many
visitors as they merit. The book includes extracts from the old maps which show the tracks
and gives precise GPS coordinates for each route.
Significant inclusions are details of the Bulls Peaks Fire Trail, the Strawberry Hill Fire Trail,
the old bridle trail into Kidmans Hut and past it to Mawsons Hut, the direct route between Tin
Hut and Kidmans Hut and the route between the Burrungubuggee River and Tin Hut, via the
Mt Porcupine Ridge. All these open up parts of Kosciuszko National Park which are away
from the formed fire trails and which are good walks.

Reviews
Klaus Hueneke, author of “Huts of the High Country” and “Kiandra to Kosciusko”
described it as
“The most detailed coverage of track and hut sites in the Jagungal Wilderness ever compiled.
Chapter after chapter, map after map, reveal numerous routes and sites between Snowy Plain
in the east and the Grey Mare Range to the west, and between Island Bend in the south and
Happy Jacks Plain to the north.”
On the bushwalking forum topic, Re: "Exploring the Jagungal Wilderness",
MeanderingFlyFisher posted
“Wow, I just opened my copy 15 minutes back after a very busy day today. What a great
book full of info and appears to have almost been custom written for my trip in to Valentines
area next week. Warnsey we have much exploring to do and may not even have time to fish
Well done Robert and I am going back to it now as I have heaps to read and cross reference
maps etc in the next few days and thanks for getting it to me by Christmas.”
MeanderingFlyFisher

Where you can buy the Book
The price is $29.95 and the book is available directly from Robert Green. Contact details:
rvhgreen@outlook.com
It is also available from Tabletop Press. www.tabletoppressbooks.com
It will also be available through retail outlets. Contact me for details.

Ebook
The ebook is available from Amazon and from Apple.
It is recommended that the physical book be used for route planning and the (lighter) ebook
be taken on the walk.

A sample from the book

Review
“The most detailed coverage of track and hut sites in the Jagungal
Wilderness ever compiled. Chapter after chapter, map after map, reveal
numerous routes and sites between Snowy Plain in the east and the Grey
Mare Range to the west, and between Island Bend in the south and Happy
Jacks Plain to the north.”
And
“This is one of the few large high elevation areas of Kosciuszko without
roads, kiosks, route signs, repeater stations and pubs, i.e. fabulous
wilderness to explore for three or four days with only the pack on your
back, a GPS, this essential book and a bit of geographical nous. And you
can camp wherever you like.”
Klaus Hueneke (Author of “Huts of the High Country” and “Kiandra to Kosciusko”.)
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A Map of the Jagungal Wilderness
This map shows the general location of the Jagungal Wilderness within Kosciuszko National
Park. Note the way that Snowy Plains extends into the high alpine area on the eastern edge of
the Park. Map data ©2015 Google
This map of the Jagungal Wilderness shows the location of the huts referred to in the text. It
was prepared by Narelle Irvine, Kosciuszko Huts Association.
It shows the access via the Nimmo Road and the Snowy Plains Fire Trail to the eastern side
of the Jagungal Wilderness.
It also shows the western access to the area through the Round Mountain Fire Trail and the
Farm Ridge Fire Trail.
The location of the Bulls Peaks Fire Trail is shown to illustrate the way it provides access to
the heart of the Jagungal Wilderness, but, as the text makes clear, there is no formed track
along it south of Cesjacks Hut.

Old maps and new discoveries
The Brassy Mountains and the eastern side of the Jagungal Wilderness are a part of Kosciuszko
National Park with a unique and interesting history. No road or graded fire trail bisects them.
Here one can get off the beaten track and walk free for 3 or 4 days. Perhaps because of this,
much of this area is little known. This book uses old maps and recent discoveries to bridge the
gap.
All of the walks described here are in the eastern part of the National Park, centred on the
Brassy Mountains and the Bulls Peaks. The eastern limit of its content is the eastern edge of
the National Park. The southern boundary is Tin Hut and Schlink Pass. The northern boundary
is an old road which linked Snowy Plains to the Grey Mare Fire Trail at Crooks Racecourse.
The western boundary is the Valentine Fire Trail and the Grey Mare Fire Trail.
The Brassy’s and the Bulls Peaks are simply the names of this part of the Great Dividing Range.
There are 4 routes into the Brassy s and the Bulls Peaks from the east. From south to north they
are: via Schlink Pass and Gungartan, via the Burrungubugge River and Tin Hut, via Snowy
Plains and Kidmans Hut and via the Snowy Plains Fire Trail and Cesjacks Hut.
West of the Brassy s and the Bulls Peaks are the high and rolling plains of the Jagungal
Wilderness. This book explains the east-west and the north-south routes through the area. In
particular, it hopes to introduce bushwalkers to the usefulness of the Great Dividing Range as
a north-south route, as either an alternative to the Grey Mare Fire Trail or used in combination
with it to create circular routes.
It also mentions some of the interesting places which are contained in this section of the Park.
Not only are there 7 existing huts, there are many hut ruins, some of which are scarcely known.
Some have only been discovered in the past 5 years. There are also old mines, graves, water
races, sheds and yards. Many of these will be referred to in the text.

The 2003 fires
The 2003 fires in Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) destroyed 23 huts and did enormous
damage to ecosystems, but it’s an ill wind that blows no good.
There were some beneficial side effects. One of these was to bring about a general recognition,
by the National Parks & Wildlife Service and others, that the high country huts had a real
heritage value which was in danger of being lost, and that greater efforts had to be made to
protect that heritage.
A second benefit arose out of the nature of the fires themselves. Because they were so
destructive a substantial amount of regrowth was removed which revealed geographical
features, such as tracks, which had become overgrown. This meant that, for a whole generation
of bushwalkers, tracks were revealed which, although not forgotten, had largely disappeared.
This gave an opportunity for the old tracks to be rediscovered and recorded by GPS, so as to
record for posterity precisely where they went.

Quite separately, at first, several bushwalkers began to walk and record some of these old
tracks. Greg Hutchison has walked the area for years recording old tracks and wheel ruts. Of
particular note is his work in identifying the full route of the old bridle trail between Kidmans
Hut and Mawsons Hut and the discovery of a stockmen’s campsite near Kidmans Hut. Greg
has also, very helpfully, provided details of his GPS records.
Graham Scully of the Huts and Heritage section of the Kosciuszko Huts Association (KHA)
and Phillip Crampton located the old track between Daveys Hut and the Burrungubugge River.
Craig Doubleday traced the route of the original track between Jindabyne and Mt Kosciusko.
John Williams located and recorded many of the old huts and features in the National Park.
Graham Scully’s work with the Huts and Heritage section of the KHA is worthy of special
mention. For the best part of 30 years Graham has been recording the history of the pioneering
families in the region. It was his work in the Diggers Creek area which gave encouragement to
others to locate old huts, other ruins, graves and mine sites. This led to an effort to “ground
truth”, i.e. verify the precise location of, many of the old sites in KNP. Several hundred sites
have been located and recorded but there is more work to be done. This work led to the
rediscovery of lost huts and other features. Some of these are mentioned in the text.
Also important was the work of David Scott. David is a conservation architect who has a vast
knowledge of the history of the Park. He has amassed thousands of records about the Park and
its people. Included amongst his material are copies of Snow Leases, Mining Leases, the
original Crown Grants of land parcels in the Park, old maps, records of the routes used by
miners, stockmen and the Snowy Mountains Authority.
This book draws on all these efforts. Its aim is to fill a gap in the literature by identifying routes,
tracks and places of interest in this part of Kosciuszko National Park. The routes were shown
on old maps but are often not shown on current maps. This book includes extracts from those
old maps together with GPS positions which show where they went. This opens up new
walking opportunities for those who are willing to get off the beaten track.

Navigation in the bush
It is worth remembering that for over 100 years, right up to the 1960’s, Kosciuszko National
Park was covered by Snow and other leases which gave graziers the right to put stock in the
area for some or all of the year. After 100 years of grazing, the countryside looked very
different from what one sees today. In fact the changes must be so great that few of us can
picture what the Park might have looked like at that time. An early visitor recalled running
across open paddocks from Daveys Hut to Kidmans. That simply could not happen today, but
at that time there must have been much less undergrowth and many more open vistas.
Sixty years ago the Snowy Scheme was underway. By then stock was being excluded from the
Park, but new huts, such as Valentine and Dershkos, were being built and new tracks were
being made using graders and bulldozers.
For bushwalkers today that history can be relevant. If you are walking in the bush trying to find
an old track consider whether it was made by graziers or by bulldozers because the route it
would have taken is likely to be different. The bridle trails and stock routes of the graziers
followed dry land, ridges and contours; stock were moved through saddles and gaps. By
contrast bulldozers were used to prepare roads for jeeps. They were not bound by contours or
small areas of wet ground. Jeep tracks could, and did, go straight up and down a hill in a way
that no stockman would ever drive sheep or cattle.
More than 10 years after the 2003 fires the old tracks are starting to disappear again. Often
traces of them can be found, but old wheel ruts erode and fade away. Even former fire trails
disappear in time and in some cases regrowth is occurring. But to some extent this no longer
matters.
One thing which is now clear is that the old routes chosen by the stockmen made perfect sense.
They had the benefit of seeing a countryside which had been cleared by stock. Their bridle
tracks followed logical and reasonably direct routes to their destination. Even if the tracks fade
away, as many have, we at least now know where they went. That makes it a lot easier for us
to traverse the same country. This book records those routes.
The routes have been described and include many GPS locations. This is inevitable. No other
form of description could keep a person on track through such untracked territory.”

Another sample

The Bulls Peaks Fire Trail and the Great Dividing Range
Overview
The Great Dividing Range is the traditional north-south route along the eastern side of the
Jagungal Wilderness. This chapter and the next include extracts from a number of old maps
each of which shows the bridle and other tracks which crossed the region. Those routes were
then, and still are, the best way of getting around the district.
Nowadays those old routes receive a good deal less use than in the past and that has created
somewhat of a problem. Because the tracks receive less use, they are slowly disappearing. As
a result they are not being included on the latest maps and that further reduces their use by
bushwalkers. One of the purposes of this book is to publish these old maps so that the
information they contain will remain in the public domain and the tracks themselves will
continue to be used.
Some years ago the author did the walk from Kosciuszko to Kiandra; a walk which should be
as iconic, in its own way, in Kosciuszko National Park as the Overland Track is in Tasmania.
The route we took north from the Rolling Grounds was to leave Schlink Pass and go, by way
of the Kerries, to Mawsons Hut. From Mawsons we went east of Mailbox Hill along the Bulls
Peaks Fire Trail and on to Cesjacks. From there, the Grey Mare Fire Trail was reached by way
of the route from Cesjacks to Crooks Racecourse, which is described later.
That was a much more interesting route than the route currently taken by the Alpine Walking
Trail which simply follows the Valentine Fire Trail and the Grey Mare Fire Trail on a long
road bash as far north as the Happy Jacks Road and Kiandra.
An alternative route, which would have been just as good, would have been to climb Gungartan
from Schlink Pass and proceed directly to Cesjacks Hut via Tin Hut and then along the Dividing
Range.
This large alpine area, of which the Kerries are just a small part, extends all the way from
Schlink Pass to Mt Jagungal and beyond. With its rivers, tarn, huts, mines, diggings, meadows
and rolling hills there is much to see and all of it is accessible once one knows where to go.
Access to this area
The three recommended entry points for this region are the Snowy Plains Fire Trail in the north,
the track past Kidmans Hut in the centre and from Schlink Pass in the south.
Bushwalkers who use the Snowy Plains Fire Trail, to arrive near Cesjacks Hut at an altitude of
1700m, receive the extra benefit of reaching these high plains by vehicle.
Of course it is also possible to get here from Round Mountain via either the Round Mountain
Fire Trail or by way of Farm Ridge.

Maps and routes
This extract from the 1968 Kosciusko 1:100,000 Natmap shows the full length of the old track
along the Divide and how it connected to the tracks to Kidmans Hut and Mawsons Hut.

This map is the copyright property of the Commonwealth of Australia and has been reproduced
with the permission of the copyright holder. © Commonwealth of Australia (Geoscience
Australia) 2015. This product is released under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International Licence.
Be aware that the 1968 Kosciusko 1:100,000 Natmap and the NSW 1:50,000 Khancoban map
are based on Australian Geodetic Datum 1966 with the result that the grid is different from the
current Jagungal map which is based on the GDA94 datum. It is possible to convert an AGD66
grid position to a GDA94 position by adding 110m to the Easting and 180m to the Northing.
That will be accurate to within 10 m or so, which is more than sufficient for bushwalking
purposes.
This map is an extract from the NSW LPI 1:50,000 Khancoban map. Copyright and Source:
Land and Property Information [2015]

Cesjacks Hut is not shown on this map but it is in the top right hand corner about 500m WNW
of the word “Katingal”. This and the previous map show the full length of the former Bulls
Peaks Fire Trail.
Note that the maps show the following tracks, each of which is an important route through the
area:
1. The Bulls Peaks Fire Trail, which runs from Snowy Plains, past Cesjacks Hut, and along the
Dividing Range, where it connects to the tracks to Kidmans Hut and Mawsons Hut.
2. The track south of Mt Jagungal connecting the Bulls Peaks Fire Trail to the Grey Mare Fire
Trail near Strumbo Hill.
3. The track into Kidmans Hut, via Little Brassy Gap, and past it to the top of the Dividing
Range and on to Mawsons Hut. Details of all of these tracks are included in this book.

